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F. Update regarding new requirements for the MS4 Storm Water Discharge Permit Program 

Champaign County strives to provide an environment welcoming to all persons regardless of disabilities, race, 
gender, or religion.  Please call 217-384-3776 to request special accommodations at least 2 business days in 

advance. 

(217) 384-3766 (217) 384-3896 Fax



 
 TO: Environment and Land Use Committee 

 
FROM: 

 
John Hall, Champaign County MS4 Coordinator 

 
DATE: 

 
June 7, 2016 

 
RE: Update regarding new requirements for the MS4 Storm Water 

Discharge Permit Program  
FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

 
This memorandum reviews information regarding new requirements for the Champaign 
County MS4 Program that became effective on March 1, 2016.   
 

Implementation of some of the changes must be initiated no later than September 1, 
2016. 
  
BACKGROUND 
 
Champaign County was identified as a small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) in 
March 2003 as part of the expanded Phase II of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Storm Water Program.   
 
Champaign County is not a municipality but the regulatory definition of MS4 also includes any 
County owned roads with a drainage system.  
 
Phase II of the NPDES required small MS4s in urbanized areas to obtain NPDES permits and 
implement six minimum control measures by using selected best management practices (BMPs). 
The six minimum control measures are the following: 
 
1.          Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts  
2.          Public Involvement/ Participation  
3.          Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination  
4.          Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control   
5.          Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and 

Redevelopment  
6.          Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 
 
In the State of Illinois the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency is the relevant permitting 
authority.  The IEPA requirements for the MS4 Program are established in the General NPDES 
Permit No. ILR40. In general, the ILR40 Permit is renewed every five years. The most recent 
update of the ILR40 became effective on March 1, 2016.  See attached. A copy of the previous 
ILR40 Permit is available for comparison purposes but is not provided with this memorandum.  
 
MS4 compliance requires that an updated Notice of Intent (NOI) be on file with the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) at all times.  The NOI must explain which best 
management practices Champaign County will use to implement the six required minimum 
control measures. Champaign County filed a third NOI with IEPA to include the five-year period 
of April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2019. The current Champaign County NOI is still valid and no 
new NOI is required until September 2018. 

 
NEW REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED IN THE NEW ILR40 GENERAL PERMIT 
 
The new ILR40 Permit includes some changes that Champaign County must respond to by 
September 1, 2016, and some changes that may be addressed in future annual updates. 
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New Requirements for the MS4 Storm Water Program  
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The major changes are the following: 
 
●          Implementation of a more robust storm water quality monitoring program must be “initiated” no 

later than September 1, 2016. See Part V.A. of the new ILR40 (effective 3/1/16).  
 
●          Enhanced Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts and Focus on Five Required 

Topics.  See Part IV.B.1. of the new ILR40 (effective 3/1/16). 
 
●    Enhanced Public Involvement/ Participation and Focus on “Environmental Justice”.  See Part 

IV.B.2.d. of the new ILR40 (effective 3/1/16). 
 
●          Required Annual Inspections of High Priority Storm Sewer Outfalls.  See Part IV.B.3.h. of the new 

ILR40 (effective 3/1/16). 
 
●          Enhanced Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and Redevelopment. 

See Part IV.B.5. of the new ILR40 (effective 3/1/16) and in particular the following: 
■           Required annual training for all MS4 employees and/or contractors involved in routine 

maintenance, repair, or replacement of “public surfaces”. See Part IV.B.5.d. of the new 
ILR40 (effective 3/1/16). 

 
■          Required documentation of a program to minimize the volume of storm water runoff and 

pollutants from existing “privately owned developed property”. See Part IV.B.5.e. of the 
new ILR40 (effective 3/1/16). 

 
■           Implementation of a process to assess water quality impacts in the design of all new and 

existing “flood management projects” (ie, detention basins, etc.) and the effects due to 
climate change. See Part IV.B.5.k. of the new ILR40 (effective 3/1/16). 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
A General NPDES Permit ILR40 Effective March 1, 2016 
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Attachment A. General NPDES Permit No. ILR40 effective 3/1/16 
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